SUBJECTS OF DESIRE

Written and Directed by Jennifer Holness
Produced by Jennifer Holness

2021 | 101 minutes
Hungry Eyes Media

Original version English

Synopsis

Subjects of Desire explores the cultural shift in North American beauty standards towards embracing Black
female aesthetics and features while exposing the deliberate and often dangerous portrayals of Black women
in the media.

From society’s new fixation on the ‘booty’, fuller lips, the dramatic rise of spray tanned skin, ethnic
hairstyles, and athletic bodies, some argue that Black women are having a beauty moment. But others,
primarily Black women, argue that traditional Black features and attributes are seen as more desirable when
they are on White women.

Told from the POV of women who aren’t afraid to challenge conventional beauty standards, the film
explores the positive and negative portrayals of Black women in media and asks what is the impact today?

Weaving through the past and present, Subjects of Desire is a culturally significant, provocative film that
deconstructs what we understand about race and the power behind beauty.
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Subjects of Desire Clips

Clips are available to download on Vimeo

Festivals

SXSW, Hot Docs, San Francisco Black Film Festival, New Hope Film Festival, Bentonville
Film Festival, New Haven Film Festival, DC Black Film Festival, Regent Park Film
Festival, ReFrame Film Festival, FIN Atlantic Film Festival, Trinidad + Tobago Film
Festival, Montreal Black Film Festival, Calgary Film Festival, Edmonton International Film
Festival, Mill Valley Film Festival, St. John International Women's Film Festival, Tallgrass
Film Festival, Twin Cities Black Film Festival, CineFAM Film Festival, Raindance Film
Festival, American Black Film Festival, Denver Film Festival, DOC NYC, Rocky Mountain
Women's Film Festival, British Urban Film Festival, Denton Black Film Festival, Victoria
Film Festival, Pan African Film Festival, Barcelona Fashion Documentary Film Festival

Awards
e Top 10 Audience Award — Hot Docs
e (Cultural Spirit Award — New Hope Film Festival
¢ Best Documentary — DC Black Film Festival
¢ Best Documentary — San Francisco Black Film Festival
e DOXX Award for Best Documentary — Tallgrass Film Festival
¢ Best Documentary — CineFAM Film Festival
e Canada’s Top 10 Films — Toronto International Film Festival

Nominations

Grand Jury Award for Best Documentary — SXSW

Best Documentary — Bentonville Film Festival

Best Canadian Documentary — Calgary International Film Festival

Mind the Gap Award — Mill Valley Film Festival " s
Spirit Award — Mill Valley Film Festival {Eﬁncﬂ?ﬁf;é
Gordan Parks Black Excellence in Filmmaking — Tallgrass Film Festival 202
Best Documentary Audience Award — American Black Film Festival

Best Documentary Award - Denton Black Film Festival

Best First Feature Documentary Award - Pan African Film Festival
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Director's Note

I grew up feeling like I was outside the norm of conventional beauty. I had smooth chocolate skin, 4C hair and
while I was considered nice looking, I rarely found products that enhanced my looks. Luckily, I was confident at
being a ‘natural,” and have literally jumped for joy over the past decade as products for Black women became
plentiful and fantastic. As significant, Black women and girls started to embrace their beauty and the world began
to emulate, buy, borrow and appropriate Black aesthetics. That’s when I realized I wanted to understand the
structures behind the beauty standards we all accept. I also wanted to deconstruct why so many of us grew up
feeling hurt, insecure and sometimes ugly. I wanted to be a part of telling our story as Black women and why our
beauty holds power.

I am blessed with three beautiful daughters, currently teenagers, aged 13, 17 and 19. Over the years, I’ve watched
them develop into glorious young ladies and my hopes and dreams for them have soared. Like many mothers, I also
want to protect them from the pain I felt growing up, before I grew into loving the skin I'm in. Then 5 years ago, a
surprising thing happened my girls began to tell me how many of their non-Black friends coveted their beauty. Big
booty — they want that. Fuller lips, - they are getting products for that, slim fit, slim-thick, small waists to full hips
ratio, they are working out for that, baby hairs, braids and extensions — they are buying that. Beyonce, Rihanna,
Lupita Nyong’o, even Naomi Campbell ( this lady does not age), women who are considered the creme of the crop
in beauty, belong in our camp. And yes white beauty standards have remained dominant, but an interesting shift is
unfolding too. That’s when I began to understand that while many things remained the same from my youth, a great
deal has changed too. I want to tell the story of whys and how this is unfolding.
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A. “TEDDI JONES” TJERNAGEL - MUSIC
COMPOSER

Teddi Jones (A. Tjernagel), is a singer-songwriter and music
producer from Vancouver, Canada. Her accredited work
extends to Summer Walker (Over It), Buddy (She Think),
$NOT (Fall In Love, Revenge, Demanding) and G-Eazy
feat. Rick Ross (Lifestyles of the Rich & Hated). Teddi's
sound ranges from mysterious, chopped singing-vocals to
the creative use of analog instruments including guitars,
pianos and more. She is known for her creations of
production-ready instrumental samples.

TYLER EVANS - ASSOCIATE PRODUCER

Tyler is a director, screenwriter and producer based in
Toronto, Ontario. During his childhood, to escape the
mundanity of the suburbs, he would go to the theatres
weekly, which is where he discovered his love for
storytelling and filmmaking. Tyler graduated from Sheridan
College with a Bachelor’s degree in Film and Television.
After graduation, Tyler’s first short film Teething (2019)
was accepted into 2019’s Reelworld Film Festival. He
wrote, directed, produced and edited the film. He is currently
in pre-production of his second short film, I Live Here which
he has received funding from Ontario Arts Council, NFB
and CBC. Tyler ’s main goal is to create grounded and
humanizing films about black people and people of colour.
He is currently writing his first feature film and continues to
be a student of the craft.

ELISE WHITTINGTON - ASSOCIATE PRODUCER
Elise Whittington has 5 years of experience within the film
and television industry as well as a diversified background in
the arts and general management. She has considerable
experience in providing business affairs and project
management support for every stage of a project’s life cycle.
Elise utilizes her innate sense of creativity in a multitude of
ways and specifically in her strategic approach to project
development in its early stages. Her expertise lies in the
execution of the application process for all levels of funding,
from assistance and preparation of all necessary documents
to contract management, submission, and long-term
management of each project. Elise holds a M.B.A. from the
Schulich School of business. Elise Whittington has 5 years
of experience within the film and television industry as well
as a diversified background in the arts and general
management.









